Bombings Shock Residents in Area 
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‘The house shook,” said 
Mrs. John P. Jackson of 2840 
McGill Ter. NW. “It absolutely 
shook. I never heard such a 
noise in all my life.” 

Mrs. Jackson lives two doors 
from the Rhodesian Informa- 
tion Office, 2850 McGill Ter., 
which was damaged Saturday 
night by a bomb explosion. 

That explosion and the one 
at the Portuguese Embassy 
across Rock Creek Park, at 
2125 Kalorama Rd. NW, broke 
windows and shattered the 
night’s tranquility in two of 
Washington’s most elegant 
and sedate sections. 

With their embassies, gra- 
cious homes and imposing 
town houses, Kalorama, where 
the Portuguese Embassy is lo- 
cated, and Cleveland Park, 
site of the Rhodesian Office, 
have long been amoung the 


city’s most desirable neighbor- 
hoods. 

Saturday’s bombings gave 
Mrs. Jackson second thoughts. 

“We’re not safe anywhere, 
are we?” she said. “I think it’s 
dangerous to be near these 
embassies now,” 

7 This Year 

The Yugoslav Embassy 
chancery at 2410 California St. 
NW in Kaorama was bombed 
on Jan. 29, 1967. Although five 
diplomatic offices were 
bombed earlier this year, none 
was in either Kaorama or 
Cleveland Park. 

Asserting that they feel no 
less secure in Kalorama or 
Cleveland Park than formerly, 
some persons pointed out that 
while many embassies are lo- 
cated there many others are 
scattered throughout the city. 

Some also expressed belief 
that the embassy bombings 


came as reprisals for specific 
policies of the nations in- 
volved, rather than part of a 
campaign of indiscriminate 
terrorism. 

“I don’t think the area is 
less safe,” said Victor Sadd, 
who lives on Normanstone 
Terrace near the Rhodisian of- 
fice, which is just west of the 
Shoreham Hotel. 

Residents Expect More 

However, among the Sunday 
morning strollers who paused 
on oak-shaded Kalorama Road 
to inspect the damaged Portu- 
guese Embassy, there were 
few who did not express 
shock. Many saw the blasts as 
gloomy portents. 

“With conditions as they 
are,” said Thelma Clark, 2000 
Connecticut Ave., more such 
explosions “wouldn’t surprise 
you.” 

A vigorous, white-haired 


man In a seersucker jacket 
who did not want to give his 
name called the blast a shock- . 
ing thing and added: “We’ve 
been worrying about the 
neighborhood for some time. 
“If I walk down the street at 
night, I now carry a heavy 
cane . . . The neighborhood is 
not as safe as it used to be.” 

Standing outside the two- 
story brick house occupied by 
the Rhodesian Information Of- 
fice, Kenneth Towsey, head of 
the office, said he found some 
irony in the blast that de- 
stroyed its front windows. 

While Rhodesia (which has 
been criticized for its treatment ; 
of its black minority) “is some- 
times supposed to be in an ex- 
plosive situation,” he said, : 
“It’s not as explosive as this.” t 


